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PETITION FOR TARIFF CHANGE 

 
NOW COMES Green Mountain Power (“GMP”) and, pursuant to 30 V.S.A. §225, states 

as follows: 

1. GMP is a Vermont corporation operating as an integrated electric utility and certified B-

Corp in the State of Vermont, and is subject to the regulatory and rate-setting authority 

of the Vermont Public Service Board (“Board”).  30 V.S.A. §§ 203, 209, 225. 

2. As indicated in the attached testimony and exhibits, GMP is requesting an all-in 4.98% 

increase in its rates, consisting of a base rate increase of 5.33% partially offset by a year- 

over-year residual Power Supply Adjustor decrease of .35%, based on a calendar year 

2016 test year and a calendar year 2018 rate year.  The rate need is primarily driven by 

three factors: (1) a roughly 3% increase in transmission expense; (2) an approximately 

2% increase in costs from the ISO New England regional capacity market; and (3) 

around 1% of increased costs due to net metering.  Depreciation, property tax, and return 

are also drivers.  These costs are partially offset by $18.2 million in merger savings 

(higher than projected in the merger docket), a voluntarily reduced equity component of 

GMP’s capital structure, and equity in earnings flowing from GMP’s investments in 

Vermont’s transmission provider (VT Transco) and in immediately delivered value from 

investments in solar and storage assets that are producing output for GMP’s customers. 

3. Per the Board’s final order in Docket 8871 and Section II(4)(b) of the currently-effective 

Regulation Plan, this residual adjustment trues-up power costs associated with 



purchased power from the following periods: rate year 2016 Quarter 3 (April 1 through 

June 30, 2016), rate year 2016 Quarter 4 (July 1 through September 30, 2016), rate year 

2017 Quarter 1 (October 1 through December 31, 2016) and rate year 2017 Quarter 2 

(January 1 through March 31, 2017).  There is no proposed adjustment resulting from 

the 2016 rate year earnings adjustor.  

4. The revised tariffs attached hereto increase each rate element for each rate class by the 

appropriate percentage, except for those rates and rate elements not subject to general 

rate adjustments.  For these reasons, the rates contained in the proposed tariffs are just 

and reasonable.  30 V.S.A. § 218(a).   

5. Pursuant to 30 V.S.A. §§ 218d(j), 225-227, and the Board’s Order in Docket 8871, the 

proposed tariffs incorporate an effective date of January 1, 2018, which is more than 45 

days from the date of filing and coincident with the termination of GMP’s current 

regulation plan.  GMP requests that the Board issue a final determination on the 

proposed rate change by no later than December 31, 2017, consistent with the statutory 

review period allowed under Section 227(a), so that the revised tariffs will take effect on 

January 1, 2018.    

6. GMP requests that the Board set an early date for a pre-hearing conference in this matter 

so that a schedule for this matter may be established forthwith. 

7. In accordance with Rule 2.402(A), GMP has included the following documents: 

a. Official and marked versions of the proposed tariffs;  

b. Prefiled Testimony and Exhibits of Edmund F. Ryan, Steve Costello, Brian Otley, 

Joshua Castonguay, John Fiske, Kirk Shields, Douglas C. Smith, Michele C. 

Nelson, and James M. Coyne; and 

c. Notices of Appearance. 

 



 WHEREFORE, GMP requests that the Board: 

1. To the extent necessary, suspend application of any base rate change until no later 

than January 1, 2018;  

2. Schedule a prehearing conference on GMP’s petition and issue an order 

establishing procedural requirements, including the scheduling of technical 

hearings, as may be appropriate for the Board’s review of the rate filing; 

3. Make findings of fact and conclusions of law with respect to the matters set forth in 

this Petition; 

4. Consistent with 30 V.S.A. § 227(a), issue an order no later than December 31, 2017 

approving the revised rates to be effective January 1, 2018; and 

5. Take such other actions as in the Board’s judgment are necessary or advisable in 

connection with this petition. 

 

DATED at Burlington, Vermont this 14th day of April, 2017. 

 

     GREEN MOUNTAIN POWER  
 

   By:    
    Geoffrey H. Hand, Esq. 

     John B. Kassel, Esq.  
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